Friday 12th - Sunday 14th
October 2018

www.haywalkingfestival.com

01497 822423

Book online at www.haywalkingfestival.com

Walk Gradings

All walks are graded according to their difficulty and length. Please read this carefully to
ensure that you understand the level of the walk before making a booking.
4 BOOT - Requires fitness and stamina to cope with several steep climbs on the
open hills and will cover a long distance at a steady pace. Will last all day.
3 BOOT- Generally will involve two steep climbs on the open hills and will cover a
moderate distance at a steady pace. May take most of the day.
2 BO- Will seldom have steep climbs but if they do they will be taken at a gentle
pace. May include open hill country. Usually less than a full day.
1 - At a low level, no steep climbs and taken at a gentle pace. Not more than
half a day.
Dogs

Dogs are only allowed on one of the walks - please check the programme. If you
decide to bring your dog to the festival, please follow the countryside code and
keep him or her under effective control at all times. Always clean up after your
dog and get rid of the mess responsibly –‘ bag it and bin it’
Clothing

Please ensure that you are adequately equipped for the walk. For 2, 3 and 4 boot walks
it is essential that you wear/bring walking boots, a waterproof jacket and trousers,
warm clothes, gloves and hat and a rucksack. The safety of the group is paramount
and our leaders may ask you to stay behind if you are not properly prepared.
Food and Drink

Please bring enough food and drink for the walk – there are no cafes on the hills!
We recommend a packed lunch for full day walks. Buy your supplies in town before
setting off and help support our local economy. Hay has shops and cafes aplenty.
Age

Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Punctuality

Please arrive at the meeting point at least 10 minutes before the start of each
walk. Walks will commence at the given time, whether all participants have arrived
or not. Please note that durations given for walks are approximate and walks may
overrun / be cut short according to conditions on the day.
Booking
Please book your place in advance via our website: www.haywalkingfestival.com
to avoid disappointment. Bookings are non-refundable. Last minute tickets,
information and advice will be available in the Tourist Information Bureau opposite
Hay car park on Oxford Road.
Further questions? Please phone the Hay Walking Festival team on 01497 822423
or email info@haywalkingfestival.com
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WELCOME
The Hay on Wye Walking Festival is back. We warmly invite you to join us from Friday 12th to
Sunday 14th October to enjoy our lush countryside, stunning hills and to step into our beautiful
town of independent shops, a proudly chain-store free destination.
We kick off with a night walk on Friday and our walks programme over Saturday and Sunday is
broad ranging in terms of geography and interest. With twenty walks in all, there is something
for all abilities and interests – all day in the hills, town walks, historical walks and even an exciting
opportunity to try the ancient way of walking with pack ponies.
Walks are graded according to difficulty and are led by experienced walk leaders, all of whom know
and love the area covered and have themselves been traversing the area for many years. Perched on
the Wales-England border on the edge of the Brecon Beacons National Park, Hay on Wye is blessed
with a wonderful mosaic of landscapes which is not only scenically stunning but also steeped in the
stories of those who have lived, fought, worked or travelled through the area over the millennia.
Our programme of walks reflects this variety. The 2018 Hay Walking Festival is an opportunity
to explore woods, hills, moorland, ancient abbeys and churches, Neolithic tombs, castles, Nordic
walking, a nature reserve, literary references – Bruce Chatwin’s On the Black Hill and no
doubt Rev Kilvert will get a mention or two - the evolution of Hay as a book town, industrial
archaeology, explanation of changing land use... The list goes on.
Make the most of the weekend and join us for our evening events. We have a trio of talks
on Friday and a walker’s quiz on Saturday. All proceeds from these two events will go to local
Mountain Rescue teams and to Wales Air Ambulance.
A number of walks start in Hay itself, while transport will be required to access more distant
walks. We would encourage you to use public transport where possible or to car share, to help
us preserve the natural environment and quietude which makes this area so special.
While the walks were planned during a heatwave, by the time we welcome you to our native habitat,
the lushness will have returned. And do remember, in the immortal words of the chronicler of the
Lake District, Alfred Wainwright, “There’s no such thing as bad weather, only unsuitable clothing.”
We are grateful to the Hay Town Council and the Hay-on-Wye Cheese Market for supporting the festival.
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WEDNESDAY WALKS

The Firs Guest House

Church Street, Hay-on-Wye HR3 5DQ
A warm welcome awaits you
at The Firs. All our rooms are
en-suite and fully equipped.
Situated behind the Hay Cinema
Bookshop in a quiet position just
200 yds from the town centre.
Ample parking for guests and a
large garden to enjoy.
Sally & John

T: 01497 821800 M: 07887 350820 W: www.firs-hay.co.uk
@: thefirshay@gmail.com

6 Broad Street, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5DB

Grade II black and
white house, on banks
of Wye, spacious
rooms, large car park,
cycle lock-up, locally
sourced breakfasts and
conveniently situated.
John & Mary Thomas
T: 01497 820550 W: www.restforthetired.co.uk @: broadstreet.books@btinternet.com
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FRIDAY WALK & EVENT
01 Nordic Night Walk in Cusop Dingle

Grade:

Leader: Heather Maling
Distance: 4 miles

Ascent: 150m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 18.30 - 20.00

Price: £5.00

Following a long tradition of nordic night walks, we will depart as dusk falls. After crossing the fields
and river, to the south of Hay, we enter the mysterious Cusop Dingle, following the lanes and paths
upstream with a tale or two of Cusop’s interesting past. Return to the bright lights of Hay for supper
in a local pub (cost not included).

Best Foot Forward: A Triple Bill of Adventures

Event

Evening Event		
Meet: The Swan at Hay Hotel, Church St, Hay on Wye, HR3 5DQ
Time: 19.30

Price: FREE

Walking The Pennine Way
Hay resident, writer and broadcaster Barry Pilton, will talk about his 21-day trek along the Pennine
Way. It originally started as a series of talks on Radio 4 and then was published in 1986 as One Man
and His Bog (subtitled The Reluctant Rambler’s Guide to Walking the Pennine Way). The book opens
with an Author’s Note: “If this book should in some small way encourage people to take up walking
themselves, then the author suggests they read the book again more carefully”.
Cycling to Santiago de Compostela
Everyone has heard of the Camino de Santiago, the Way of St James, a famous pilgrim route traversing
northern Spain. But did you know around 10% of all pilgrims reaching Santiago are ‘bicigrinos’, bike-pilgrims?
Nearly 25,000 bicigrinos receive their Compostela certificate each year. One such pilgrim pedaller was
another local man, Pete Ward, who works for the Hay Festival. He will talk of the trials and tribulations, the
punctures and people he met along the way and his feelings of accomplishment on arrival at Santiago.
Horsing Around in Mongolia
In 2017 local dairy farmer, Paul Richards, was tempted by the Mongol Derby. This feat of equestrian
endurance involved racing 1020 kilometres across the Mongolian desert with 42 other people - 29
of them women- using 1300 horses, a backup crew of 100 people, 8 vets, a doctor and 4 paramedics.
Paul, who thought initially he was too old at 59 and nowhere near fit enough, now believes the
race changed his life forever! He was ready & willing to “go the extra mile” to raise money for his
chosen charity, Children’s Hospice South West - “No hour of life is wasted that is spent in the saddle”
(Winston Churchill).
The hotel bar will be open throughout for refreshments and there will be an opportunity for
questions after the speakers have delivered their talks.
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THURSDAY WALKS

Camping, Glamping, B&B and
Self Catering Accommodation
Bang on The Wye Valley Walk and just next to
Offa’s Dyke Path!
www.racquetyfarm.com
01497 820565
07966420822 or 07848040430
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SATURDAY WALKS
02 The Ruins of Craswall Priory

Grade:

Leader: Catherine Kramer
Distance: 11 miles

Ascent: 450m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 14.30

Price: £8.00

A lovely walk with panoramic views, starting with a steep climb over Cusop Hill, then through woods
and open moorland before descending to the ruined Craswall Priory where we will stop for lunch.
Having explored the Grandmontine monastery, we return by contouring around the base of Hay Bluff
and follow the Offa`s Dyke Path back down to Hay.

03 An Outing Around Foot Mountain

Grade:

Leader: Paul Moseley
Distance: 9 miles

Ascent: 850m

Dogs: Yes

Meet: Dragons Back car park, Pengenffordd, LD3 0EP SO 174296
Places: 12

Time: 10.00 - 16.00

Price: £8.00

An energetic circular walk visiting the remains of Castell Dinas, the highest castle in England and Wales.
From Mynydd Troed (Foot Mountain) we enjoy spectacular panoramic views of the Black Mountains,
Wye Valley, Central Beacons and Llangorse Lake before descending back to the pub at Pengenffordd.
Please bring change for charity car park fee, £2 per vehicle.

04 Ancient Oaks and Countryside

Grade:

Leader: Fiona McBain
Distance: 7 miles

Ascent: 250m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 15.00

Price: £8.00

From Hay we climb to atmospheric Mouse Castle wood, home to ancient oaks and site of an
unfinished motte-and-bailey earthwork, consisting of a rock boss with an artificially scarped vertical
side. The castle was held by the de Clanowe family in the 14th century. We continue across
undulating fields, returning to Hay along the Wye Valley Walk.

Book online at www.haywalkingfestival.com

SATURDAY WALKS
05 Escape to the Escarpment

Grade:

Leader: Bill Chase
Distance: 11 miles

Ascent: 650m

Dogs: No

Meet: Dragons Back car park, Pengenffordd, LD3 0EP SO 174296
Places: 12

Time: 9.30 - 13.00

Price: £8.00

A circular route along the northern escarpment of the Black Mountains from Pengenffordd to Twmpa,
colloquially known as Lord Hereford’s Knob! This mountain is immortalised in the poem Wales
Visitation by Allen Ginsberg, written under the influence of LSD during a visit to the cottage of his
publisher Tom Maschler in the summer of 1967. We return along the bridleway at the foot of the
escarpment. Please bring change for charity car park fee, £2 per vehicle.

06 On the Black Hill

Grade:

Leader: Sion James
Distance: 13 miles

Ascent: 1000m

Meet: Gospel Pass car park, NP7 7NP SO 235353
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 9.30 - 17.30

Price: £8.00

This walk will take in the landscape that perhaps inspired Bruce Chatwin’s novel `On the Black Hill`.
It’s a story of twin brothers Lewis and Benjamin Jones, growing up on their isolated upland farm, The
Vision, in the early 20th Century. A farmhouse of this name still exists, having recently undergone a
major regeneration. This strenuous route takes in Hay Bluff, The Cat’s Back, Olchon Valley, Capel y ffin
and Twmpa.

07 Snodhill Castle Circuit

Grade:

Leader: Ian Stead
Distance: 8 miles

Ascent: 275m

Meet: Car park in Dorstone opposite the Pandy Inn, HR3 6AN. SO 313416
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 15.00

Price: £8.00

From pretty Dorstone we gradually ascend to Vagar Hill, walk along the ridge, and drop down the
valley for a look at Snodhill Castle, one of the largest early Norman castles in Britain. Hidden in the
hills, half-forgotten for more than three centuries, the monument has recently been rescued from ruin
by the tireless efforts of the Snodhill Castle Preservation Trust. We return to Dorstone via the Three
Rivers Ride, and perhaps a pint at the Pandy Inn.
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SATURDAY WALKS
08 Ancient Ways of Walking: An Outing with Pack Ponies

Grade:

Leader: Louise Southwell
Distance: 3 miles

Ascent: 202m

Dogs: No

Meet: Nant Digeddi, Llanthomas Lane, Llanigon, HR3 5PU. SO 208404
Places: 6

Time: 10.30 - 13.30

Price: £8.00

Get to know our herd of pack ponies then take a leisurely stroll through the foothills of the Black
Mountains with a native Welsh Mountain Pony carrying the load. The ponies will also carry a snack and
warm drinks for walkers along the way. This circular walk beginning in Llanigon is suitable for families
with children over 8 or individuals and the walk itself will take approx 2hrs.

09 Hay Bookshop Tour

Grade:

Leader: Alan Nicholls
Distance: <1 mile

Dogs: No

Meet: Hay Cheese Market, HR3 5AF

Time: 11.00 - 12.15

Places: 20

Price: £5.00

This short ramble around the town traces the development of the secondhand book trade in Hay
using original pictures and anecdotes to bring the entertaining story of Hay’s book culture to life.

10 Countryside Changing

Grade:

Leader: Rob Yorke
Distance: 5 miles

Ascent: 50m

Meet: Talgarth Car Park, LD3 0PQ then short drive to start
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 15.00

Price: £8.00

The countryside is changing more than ever – this interactive walk’n’talk will explore some of the
issues around farming practices (sheep), wildlife conservation (curlews), new upland partnerships
(Black Mountains), rewilding (bracken), public access (dogs and bikes), novel crops (daffodils), food
production (supermarkets) and landscape (national parks).
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SATURDAY EVENT
Walkers’ Quiz Night

Event

Evening Event		
Meet: Bowls Pavillion Room, Hay Pavillion, Brecon Road, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5DY
Time: 19.30

Price: FREE

Our Saturday night quiz will have 16 teams of 4 participating. No need to come as a team, as we can
organise you on the night, giving you a chance to get to know fellow walkers and quiz enthusiasts!
Questions will be concerned in a very general way with walking. Fish & chip suppers will be available
for £5 each from our very own town fish & chip shop. Order at the beginning of the event, and the
food will be delivered just as the interval begins.
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SUNDAY WALKS
11 A Walk to the Witches Pool

Grade:

Leader: Clive Busson
Distance: 6 miles

Ascent: 270m

Meet: Talgarth Car Park, LD3 0PQ
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 14.30

Price: £8.00

Discover woodland, open moorland and the lovely nature reserve of Pwll-y-Wrach, The Witches Pool.
The name alludes to a dark legend surrounding its use as pool that put to the test those accused of
witchcraft in medieval times to determine innocence or guilt.

12 A Glimpse of Hay Past

Grade:

Leader: Martin Wibberley
Distance: 6 miles

Ascent: 200m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 16.30

Price: £8.00

Did you know what a busy place Hay was in times gone by? As we climb Cusop Hill via Ty Coch farm
and Cusop Church you’ll learn how water power was harnessed for corn mills, a paper mill and early
hydro electric power. It’s not just about industry, though, for as well as a brick kiln and a tram road,
Cusop Dingle was also home to the poisoner Herbert Rowse Armstrong, the only English solicitor
ever hanged for murder.

13 Hiking with Hay Ho!

Grade:

Leader: Philip Bauer
Distance: 12 miles

Ascent: 463m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 17.30

Price: £8.00

A linear walk from Hay to Peterchurch via the lovely Cusop Dingle, Cefn Hill and Vagar Hill. Enjoy
expansive views of the Golden Valley before descending to Peterchurch. There will be time for tea/
drinks at ‘The Nag’s Head’ before catching the Hay Ho! community-supported bus back to Hay
(arr 17.20). Bring your bus fare/bus pass.
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SUNDAY WALKS
14 A Walk in Kilvert Country

Grade:

Leader: Veronica Deacon
Distance: 11 miles

Ascent: 538m

Meet: Bredwardine Church, HR3 6BT SO 325442
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 16.00

Price: £8.00

The walk begins at Bredwardine church, the burial place of the Rev. Francis Kilvert, the Victorian
clergyman and noted diarist. We then climb steeply to go round the Knapp and on to the trig point
on Merbach Hill for panoramic views over the Wye Valley. Then it’s on to Little Mountain and the Bage
before the second climb of the day to reach the Neolithic chambered tomb, known as Arthur’s Stone,
which dates back to 2500BC.

15 Painscastle & Llanbedr: A History Hill Romp

Grade:

Leader: Jasper Fforde
Distance: 11 miles

Ascent: 650m

Meet: Bus shelter in centre of Painscastle SO 167462
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 17.00

Price: £8.00

Get ready for a tale or two as you explore the Radnorshire Hills in the company of celebrated local
author, Jasper Fforde. Visit the Rose Williams Memorial which marks the tragic death in 1925 of a
local mother returning home from Hay with her week’s shopping, who was thrown from her horse
in a snowstorm. Then it’s on to Twm Tobacco’s grave via a drover’s road before we loop back to
Painscastle via Llandewi Church.

16 Bounds & History of Hay

Grade:

Leader: Alan Nicholls
Distance: 11 miles

Ascent: 916m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 16.00

Price: £8.00

Let Alan Nicholls, chair of Hay History Group, guide you on a walk which traces the boundary of Hay
Parish. We walk through Llanigon Woods and up to Henallt Common then on below Hay Bluff, with
frequent stops for historical insight, before descending to Cusop Dingle and back to Hay.
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SUNDAY WALKS
17 Wye Valley Wander to Walkers Cottage

Grade:

Leader: Doreen Miccio
Distance: 8 miles

Ascent: 300m

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT
Places: 12

Dogs: No
Time: 10.00 - 15.00

Price: £8.00

A low level circular walk from Hay, heading along the Wye Valley Walk, passing a former golf course to
Pool Pardon and a delightful garden tea room cottage with artisan produce. After refreshments, we
continue our loop back via Priory Farm and across fields to Mouse Castle Woods and Cusop Church
before our descent into Hay.

18 Timbuktu Trail

Grade:

Leader: Fiona Howard
Distance: 2 miles

Dogs: No

Meet: Oxford Road Car park, Hay on Wye, HR3 5BT

Time: 1.00 - 14.45

Places: 20

Price: £5.00

In 2007 Hay was selected by Timbuktu in Mali, West Africa, to be its UK twin town. This trail, officially
launched during the 2013 Hay Walking Festival, takes in eleven sites throughout the town which have
all been chosen to highlight the similarities and differences between Hay and Timbuktu. We will talk
about the links, mostly cultural and health, which have been forged between two communities and visit
Hay Makers gallery, which sells jewellery crafted by artisans in Timbuktu.

19 Ancient Ways of Walking: An Outing with Pack Ponies

Grade:

Leader: Lyndy Cooke
Distance: 3 miles

Ascent: 202m

Meet: Nant Digeddi, Llanthomas Lane, Llanigon, HR3 5PU SO 208404
Places: 6

Dogs: No
Time: 10.30 - 13.30

Price: £8.00

Get to know our herd of pack ponies then take a leisurely stroll through the foothills of the Black
Mountains with a native Welsh Mountain Pony carrying the load. The ponies will also carry a snack
and warm drinks for walkers along the way. This circular walk beginning in Llanigon is suitable for
families with children over 8 or individuals and the walk itself will take approx 2hrs.
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Accommodation for 17 people
Two recently restored cottages offering
self-catering accommodation just one and half
miles outside Hay-on-Wye, with amazing views
over the Wye valley. Perfect for walking groups
and walking holidays.
The Meeting house (sleeps 9) and Bryn Bwthyn
(sleeps 8). The houses can be rented separately
or together for larger groups.
Contact: Anna 01497 821822
anna.julian@gmail.com
www.hayonwyeholiday.co.uk
We have all enjoyed the views and peace
sooo much, we are coming back. We cannot
fault the place or hosts - Positively perfect!
The Watson group April 2018

Our programme of self-guided and
escor ted walking tours covers the
length and breadth of Wales. We
take care of the accommodation,
luggage transfer, maps and backup so all you have to do is decide
where you would like to walk.
Why not take on the challenge of
the Offa’s Dyke Path, Glyndwr’sWay
or Pembrokeshire Coast Path.or
try a gentler weekend walk in the
UskValley or on the Ceredigion
Coast? All our holidays are tailored
to suit your requirements so whether
you would like to bring your dog or
complete the entire Wales Coast
Path, please get in touch.
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Hay on Wye Visitor Information

For information about accommodation, travel and a host of other things, please contact the
Hay Tourist Information bureau on 01497 820144 or email post@hay-on-wye.co.uk
The bureau is located close to the main car park at Chapel Cottage, Oxford Road, Hay on Wye.
HR3 5DG.
Opening hours
Monday to Saturday: 10am to 4.30pm
Sunday: 11am to 2pm
Selections of maps, leaflets and booklets are available and members of staff - all volunteers - are
happy to assist in any way they can.
Travelling to and from Hay by Public Transport
The nearest railway station is Hereford, which is connected to Hay by the Mon-Sat bus service,
number 39.
The Hay Ho! is a bus service which runs between Hereford Rail Station and Hay on Wye on
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays. For the timetable, please visit www.hayhobus.org.uk
Transport once you are in Hay
Hay has a number of taxi firms.They play an important role in keeping things moving in our rural
community, so please do consider supporting them!
For a list of names and numbers, please contact the Hay Tourist Information Bureau on
01497 820144 or email post@hay-on-wye.co.uk
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Thanks for visiting Hay-on-Wye,
Please come back soon!
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